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purest and highest representative of this mighty power in
nature. His mother, Leto (Latona), is a representative of the
darkness of the night. According to the sacred legend, she was
compelled when pregnant to wander about, because mankind,
dreading the appearance of the mighty god, refused to receive
her. This myth was afterwards altered by later writers, who
assign the jealousy of Hera as the cause of her wanderings.
Leto at length found a refuge on Delos, which was once a
floating island, and had to be fastened to the bottom of the
sea by means of lofty columns. As the bright god of heaven,
to whom everything impure and unholy is hateful, we find
Apollo, soon after his birth, preparing to do battle with the evil
powers of darkness. With his arrows he slew both the giant
Tityus and the serpent Python, the latter a monster that in-
habited the valley of the Plistus, near Delphi, and destroyed
both men and cattle. These and similar myths are merely a
panegyric on the conquering power exercised by the genial
warmth of Spring over the dark gloom of Winter.

But though Apollo thus appears as the foe of all that is evil
and impure, ancient myths, nevertheless, represent him also as
a terrible god of death, sending virulent pestilences and dealing
out destruction to men and animals by means of his unerring
arrows. This may be easily explained, however, by glancing at
the natural signification of the god. The rays of the sun do
indeed put to flight the cold of winter, but as their heat
increases they themselves ultimately become the cause of disease
and death. This is beautifully portrayed in the fable of the
death of Hyacinthus.

To proceed further in the analysis of his character as god of
light, Apollo next appears as the protector of streets and houses.
A conical pillar was usually erected at the side of the doors of
houses as a symbol of him, and a defence against all sorceries.
Connected with this is his repute as a god of health; one who is